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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Watch-maker and clothier Fossil Inc. agreed to pay $3,600 to a woman who was barred 
from breast-feeding her infant while visiting a company showroom, the New York Civil Liberties Union said on 
Tuesday. 

Lass King, 37, a buyer for a Maine clothing store and a mother of two, said she received a letter of apology and the 
payment from Fossil after threatening the company with a lawsuit. 

In its letter to King, Fossil also said it had issued a policy affirming that breast-feeding was permitted in all Fossil 
stores and showrooms, said Galen Sherwin, director of the NYCLU's Reproductive Rights Project. 

Representatives of Fossil could not immediately confirm details of the settlement. 

New York law states that women are permitted to breast-feed "in any location, public or private, where the mother is 
otherwise authorized to be." 

King called her experience humiliating. 

In August 2006, while meeting with a salesperson in a Manhattan showroom, King was told she was making others 
feel uncomfortable by breast-feeding her 8-month-old son, Cody. 

King was taken to another floor to finish feeding Cody but was then not allowed back into the showroom. In 
January, as she made plans to again visit a Fossil showroom, she was told by a Fossil representative that breast-
feeding was forbidden. 

"I wanted to be apologized to. I wanted not to be humiliated or for anybody else to be humiliated either," she told 
Reuters of her decision to contact the civil liberties organization. 
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